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Chance of storms: High 79, Low 50 


Judge blasts fed effort to delay dam suits 


Move by government lawyers handling 
Harvey civil cases is called ‘insulting’ 


By Lise Olsen 


The chief federal judge 
overseeing lawsuits involv- 
ing more than 1,500 Hous- 
tonians whose properties 
were flooded upstream and 


downstream of Houston’s 
dams in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Harvey blasted 
government lawyers in a 
hearing for seeking de- 
lays that she described as 
unreasonable and “insult- 


ing.” 
Chief Judge Susan G. 


Braden of the U.S. Court of 


Federal Claims unloaded 
on the government law- 
yers, who had asked for 
delays in the case includ- 
ing a year to allow the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
to “look for documents.” 
“It took the Army Corps 


of Engineers a few min- 
utes to make a decision to 
open dams that left people 
without homes and with- 
out property,” Braden said 
Wednesday in a Houston 
courtroom with 20 attor- 
neys representing flooded- 
out Houstonians and the 
U.S. government. 

“What has been pro- 


posed to the court, frankly, 
is insulting,” the judge 
said, according to a tran- 
script of the hearing. “It’s 
insulting to the people in 
this community; it’s in- 
sulting to the president 
of the United States; and 
it is unbefitting to those 
representing the Attorney 
General. And it shows no 


respect for the role of the 
judiciary.” 

The judge’s remarks 
came during what was ex- 
pected to bea routine hear- 
ing to set a schedule for the 
cases, in which thousands 
of Houstonians contend 
that the government il- 
legally “took” their land, 
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A special message to Santa 


multiple disabilities. A 


Steve Gonzales / Houston Chronicle 
Students use American Sign Language to express “I love you” to Santa on Thursday at T.H Rogers School in Houston. The 

Be an Angel Foundation threw a winter-themed party at the school, which specializes in educating pupils who are deaf or have 
“Signing Santa” made the day special for the children to tell him their Christmas wishes. 


Top surgeon steps down from Texas Children’s 


Staffers surprised by sudden exit 
from No. 1 heart program in the U.S. 


By Mike Hixenbaugh 


Dr. Charles Fraser, one 
of the nation’s pre-eminent 
pediatric heart surgeons, 
is stepping down as chief 
of surgery at Texas Chil- 
dren’s Hospital and will 


continue treating patients 
only through the spring. 
The departure, an- 
nounced this week in an 
email to employees, came 
as a surprise to many and 
left hospital staffers spec- 
ulating about what caused 


the abrupt 
shake-up. 

Fraser, 
widely re- 
garded as 
an heir to 
legendary 
Houston 
heart sur- 
geons Michael DeBakey 
and Denton Cooley, is 
leaving “to pursue new 


professional opportuni- 
ties,” according to a hos- 
pital news release. 

Dr. Larry Hollier, a 
plastic surgeon who spe- 
cializes in reconstructive 
surgery, will replace Fra- 
ser as surgeon-in-chief, 
and Dr. Jeff Heinle will 
serve as interim chief 
of congenital heart sur- 
gery while the hospital 


conducts a nationwide 
search for a replacement. 
Those changes will be- 
come effective Jan. 15, 
according to the news 
release. 

Lindsey Fox, a hospi- 
tal spokeswoman, said 
she had no additional in- 
formation about Fraser’s 
plans or what prompted 

Fraser continues on A11 


Harvey 
relief 
suffers 
setback 


Senate postpones 
disaster-aid bill 
until next month 


By Kevin Diaz 


WASHINGTON — Law- 
makers in both the House 
and Senate began head- 
ing home for the holidays 
Thursday after averting 
a government shutdown 
by approving a stopgap 
spending bill that will fund 
the federal bureaucracy 
through Jan. 19. 

But after the House 
approved a long-sought 
$81 billion disaster-relief 
package for victims of Hur- 
ricane Harvey and other 
natural disasters, Senate 
leaders said they would not 
take up the measure until 
January, a bitter setback for 
the Texas delegation. 

“This has been a painful 
season for so many of us, 
from California to Texas 
to Florida and Louisiana, 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands,” Houston 
Democrat Sheila Jackson 
Lee said before the vote on 
disaster aid. “So I am still 
here begging my colleagues 
for those who are begging 
in Texas.” 

Heading offa shutdown, 
the House voted 231-188 for 
the stopgap funding mea- 
sure. The Senate passed the 
same bill later Thursday 
66-32. It provides money 

Area continues on A8 


Space race launched a 50-year stellar career 


Beloved go-to guy 
at Johnson Space 
Center retiring at 91 


By Alex Stuckey 


John T. Jackson has 
stacked all of his memen- 
tos in a box and carted 
them out to the trunk of 
his SUV, making it a trea- 
sure chest for collectors of 
NASA memorabilia. 

There are signed pho- 
tos ofastronauts, a picture 
of Jackson flying an F-111 
tactical fighter bomber 
and a proclamation from 
former Mayor Lee Brown 
declaring a day in Jack- 


NATION 


Conductor accused 


Three opera singers and a classical 
musician say that world-renowned 
conductor Charles Dutoit sexually 
assaulted them. PAGE A12 
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son’s name as a thank you 
for his contributions to the 
city and the space agency. 

After more than 50 
years at the Johnson Space 
Center in Houston, Jack- 
son will formally retire 
Friday at age 91. 

“NASA's been good to 
me,” Jackson said. “I’ve 
worked on a lot of differ- 
ent things.” 

Jackson started his ca- 
reer at NASA in 1966, five 
years after President John 
F. Kennedy announced his 
commitment to landing on 
the moon before 1970. He 
started out in the Apollo 
program, but has since 

Jackson continues on A11 
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Elizabeth Conley / Houston Chronicle 
“NASA’s been good to me,” says John T. Jackson, 91. 
The photo — Jackson inside an F-111 fighter jet — is 
among his trove of mementos. 
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Overwhelming 
vote in defiance 


By Rick Gladstone 
and Mark Landler 
NEW YORK TIMES 


of Trump threats 


UNITED NATIONS 
— A lopsided majority of 
United Nations members 
rebuked the United States 
on Thursday, denouncing 
its decision to recognize 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capi- 
tal and ignoring President 
Donald Trump’s threats to 
retaliate by cutting aid to 


U.N. condemns U.S. 
decree on Jerusalem 


countries voting against it. 

Ina collective act of defi- 
ance toward Washington, 
the U.N. General Assembly 
voted 128-9, with 35 absten- 
tions, for a resolution de- 
manding that the United 
States rescind its Dec. 6 
declaration on Jerusalem, 
the contested holy city. 

The resolution is non- 
binding and therefore 
largely symbolic, but the 
vote indicated the extent to 
which the Trump admin- 
istration’s departure from 
a 50-year international 
consensus on Jerusalem’s 

Vote continues on A8 
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